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: DAWN TaES TEER 3RD 1943: THE SHOGEN. THUNDERCLAP OF BRITISH. 


5 SHATTERED THE GALM GF THE MESSINA STRAITS, THE VIOLENT PRELUDE 
E COMBINED’ ALLIED AGSAULT ON THE TOE OF SOUTHERN SEALY “HAD: BEGUM. 





2 are Line Gf Fire | aN 
Chapter 1. OPERATION TOE’. | 


SHELTERING BEHIND THIS DAWN BOMBARDMENT [TP™ .. | 
WERE SHIPS CRAMMED WITH A BRITISH INFANTRY j[- .”- ~>° 


DIVISION. At /| 
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|ABOARD ONE OF THE TROOPSHIPS, A COMPANY WAS BEING ADDRESSED BY'ITS 
COMMANDER. THE MEN LISTENED ATTENTIVELY, NERVOUSLY. | 
ISERGEANT WILLIAM CRAGG, A PLATOON LEADER OF RARE COURAGE AND E 
A HARD-BOILED VETERAN... ee 











Line Of Fire 











CRAGG’'S MIND WAS NOTON 
CAPTAIN BOYD'S WORDS. HE 
WAS WONDERING HOW HIS 
COMPANY COMMANDER WOULD 
8 BACT TO THEIR FIRST TASTE 
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cos id SALZAVO. 


HAVING ANNOUNCED THE BATTLE ORDER, CAPTAIN BOYD DISMISSED THE MEN aaa 
AND HEN | BECKONED TO CRAGG AND LIEUTENANT ALLISON, HIS SECOND-IN= ag 


ALLISON, YOU Mite TAGE SERGEANT 
CH466 AVVO FEV AEN YOUR WOR 70 
DESTROY Fa HACAME-GiV BOs? OV 
ver “Cl / £4406 7 70 YOO 
Ml ad FEE AY FOS OO Fe 





4 | ine: Of Fire 
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AS CAPTAIN BOWO STRODE AWAY, ALLISON TURNED TO CRASS. | 






















Wi OG. TALKS ASOT MY AA! 
aie: th Eee ral yar zs Si. ape i ye "5 CERTANLY 
BOSSA! fe AUVSEO SuviGl Fre Ce 
tie REST ME |! OAS AY FA OSS 





SERGEANT. 


R_.. AND THE DRAMATIC BI OOT 
HSE Be BTR RA eR SO 
O SHELL, THE ASSAULT FORCE 
| SURGED IN TOWARDS ITALY'S SHORES. - 
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Line Of Fire i 


a op err he : 
THE INVASION FLEET HAD BEEN KEENLY OBSERVED BY GERMAN GUN BATTERIES AND 
| THEIR: SALWOS Seon TO REACH OuT THEATER Sees 7 





WITH HIS:GAZE FIXED ON THs SAME MACHINE GUNH 


‘POST, LIEUTENANT ALLISON DIRECTED HIS 
AMPAIBIOUS D.U.K. W. TOWARDS HIS OBJECTIVE, 





6 Line Of Fire 
[THROUGH 4 HAIL OF LASHIMNG BULLETS. THE AMPHIBIAN 


WAS BROUGHT SMARTLY UNDER THE UETTY'S HEAD : 
D ALLISON LED THE = aol pepe 





ALLISONS ARTY’ SWARMED LP ON TO THE JETTY 
AND TOOK COVER BEHIND SOME OLO BARRELS, 
| WHICH GAVE THEM TEMPORARY SHELTER FROM | 
THE MACHINE-GUNS, THIRTY YARDS AWAY. 








Line OF Fire a 
| WITH TRIGGER FINGERS NERVOUSLY IT iad oevlous 19 NG-PARTY 
WITH TRIG THE GERMAN MACHINE~ THAT THEY COULD NOT Et “i WHERE THEY | 
| GUNNERS KEPT THE INVADERS | WERE INDEFINITELY. SERGEANT CRAGG | 

PINNED DOWN. : 6 1 TURNED TO HIS OFFICER... 


MAV&E / aps WORK ALONG 
UNDER THE JETTY AND TARE 
UERRY IN THE REAR, SIR.) 


: << 
LIEU 
IDE.. 


INUTE LATER, CRAGG WAS HELPING 
ial ALLISON OVER THEVETTY *S 
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SLOWLY, THE LIEUTENANT WORKED HIS CONFIDENT OF THEIR INVULNERABLE 
WAY ALONG THE POSITION , THE GERMANS GAVE NO 
IF, or THOUGHT ‘TO THE POSSIBILITY OF AN 
ATTACK FROMANYWHERE BUT THEIR | 
IMMEDIATE FRONT— UNTIL A WARNING 






















: ella THEM ROUND... OEE 
eel A pa . , od Ra if, 









IT WAS CAPTAIN BOYD'S PARTY... | 
is ra i Son , ae or iA 
MER one nel syns 
Ly ’ i oo MA pat 
FAOSE AMCHINE- 
= Guys? 


or 


| eet Line Of Fire 9 
CLAMBERING THE LAST YARD, LIEUTENANT. | Sea 

| ALLISON CALTIOUSLY PEERED OVER THE To. 

| OF THE JETTY ONLY TO SEE HEHAD BEEN 








vere 
amps? 





= “ 6 SS 
Pa ee ad ay 





[CRAGG RAN FORWARD IN TIME TO HEAR THE FURIOUS LIEUTENANT SPEAKRIS 
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10 Line Of Fire ‘ 





| STILL SMARTING WITH HURT PRIDE,ALLISON GLARED AFTER BOYD } 
ESCORTED THE PRISONERS AWAY. — <a 


AES DONE PAT SEPORE — 
TELLING AME JO LSE AMY 


Le ‘ 
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\. STIGEIVGE 1S WOSE NS 


WHY THE CADRUN 
ACTS THAT WAY... 


[eur fu Tk WAS CLT SHORT. THE MAIN WAVE WAS 
BOE ee ER EO ERING FIRE’ WAS VITALLY N 
= 7 TP ar 
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GERMAN OPPOSITION TO THE 
ALLIED LANDINGS WAS QUICKLY 
OVERCOME. AFTER THE BRIPGE- 
HEAD HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED, 
THE BRITISH DIVISION SWEPT 
THROUGH SAN GIOVANNI! AND 
SO NORTHWARDS UP THE 
COAST 
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70 VOW THE CHINDTS fae 
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| ME... iN CASE 
GOOD 45 75E NEXT {LET AM DOWNS 
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i nes. _ Tine Of Fire 
| Chapter2. The Uvrimety SHOT 
i WAS AT GIOIA, THIRTY MILES UP THE COAST, 5A cade 


| THAT THE AQVANCING BRITISH. COLUMN MET 
ITS FIRST REAL SETBACK ~ A BLOWN BRIDGE. |) ¢ 
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DENIOLITION, THOUGH, 
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ERYTHING WAS SET FOR THE ADVANCE 


Ev 
Fe CONTINUE — UNTIL FATE Sara, [S 


E SHAPE OF AN SS Niet SHELL -—O 
THE BRIDGE TRANSPORTER. 





WORRIED 
IMPROMPTU CONFERENCE... 


Has AALS See GENTLEMEN 
‘fice ode 4 FGER FANE, fined 


MORE, FABRE 


cor OO Ae 
THOSE AAS Ale Gor TORE , 
| AACA 
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THE BRIGADIER HAD BEEN PREPARED TO 
DETAIL WEUTENANT CARTRIGHT, A KEEN 
YOUNG INFANTRYAIAN, TO KNOCK OUT 
THE TANKS. HE HAG NOT EVEN c 
ela leslie THE OLDER, 
NIOR MAN. : 











"MY comedy 
CAM HAMOLE Hi si@— \ SO.KE: 
2 ENE OT te MEW | 








THERE WAS NO TIME TOBE LOST. AS : MY HALE OF THE COMPANY 
BOYD HURRIEDLY BRIEFED THE MEN, (WILL CAOSS DOWNSTREAM AND 
SERGEANT coun WATCHED HiS : i ive ‘i 
COMPANY. MANDER = | 
8 ' LW APE OP A 4a 
7 ARON THE O9°0S/7E 
EYRECTION. 


REALLY DRIING 
ELA, GISELE AAAD 
A 77'S THLE... 





16. __Line 2 OF Fire: 





yOu Fake SERGEANT CRAGG... 
MOSS OUT YOLUS 
OW ALAM OSL 
. FOUR... 


THE COMPANY’ SPLIT INTO TWO Y GROUPS. WORKING UP-RIVER, ALLISON’S PARTY BEGAN THE 
CROSSING... THEIR ea Reese EXPECTED AT ANY MOMENT THE LASH OF 
ENEMY BULLETS. Pre 5 ae | aay ame vt 





ae Of Fire ‘7 


- | THEY FOUND THE LITTLE TOWN DESERTED. 
| WARILY; THEY WORKED D | 
THROUGH THE RUBBLE- STREWN STREETS.| 


[NO SOUND CAME TO MARK THE ENEMYS. POSITION 
AND ALLISON DETAILED 4 SCOUTING FP 


ss Ue 
She ON one ‘ 





18 | Line Of Fire 


ERGEANT CRAGG AND HIS DETACHMENT CIR CIRCLED 
Wir, E RUINED HOUS ken 
LITTL me ENLy, HE HELD UP A WARRNIN 


rt HOLE | {re CAN 
SEE THEM... THEE 
aay PANES... 
i Seas l 


CAPTAIN SOV, i BEN, 
| WE TA AER, Ris 





line Of Fire 


PANTING FROM HIS EXERTIONS, Spe XP. JOINED THE SERGEANT... 


| WE DOING 
Me EL ENDUEA, 








Te ee aa THE THING FOR ' 


SERGEANT.ATULL 
TS ee Se OE EVEN THROUGH 
(A TIGERS ARHOUR. 







2 Line Of Fire | 
SIGHTING THE PLAT. ON THE NEAREST OF THE THREE JW A CHANCE? 


NY naar, 
GERMAN TANKS, THE CAPTAIN SETTLED BEHIND THIS Seat ar oe 
FEARSOME WEAPON WITHA TENSE EAGERNESS..._|+\ Ai ane pd 





POW?T SHOOF, 
SR. WEVE NO 

| SUDFORT MITHOLT 

A ASTER ALLISON'S 

ATE 


BUT LIEUTENANT ALLISON AND HIS MEN 
WERE MAKING THEIR OWN ASP ROACH 
my TOWARDS THE ENEMY TANKS. 





SHEOK ITSELF. FRE 
MERGED INTO PLAIN VIEW. 


—_ 





THIS ELECTRIFYING SIGHT WAS TOO MUCH 

FOR CAPTAIN BOYD. HIS TRIGGER FINGER 

| VULSIN 2a — 
. ‘i : . i! 





22 Line Of Fire_ 


BUT THE CAPTAIN?S AIM WAS HURRIED. | 3 yer 2 
|THE RILA.T. BOMB MISSED ITS MARK... | - v 
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‘Line Of Fire: | ees 


Be MILLIMETRE. SH SHELLS TORE THROUGH THE RUINED HOUSES 
ETS. RICOC ETED WILDLY FRO | 
STONE \ WLS IT Was ONE ee WHICH FOUND rs 


NOT FAR AWAY, CRAGG HEARD THE SOLDIER 
THAT HIS OFFICER WAS HIT. BLACK 
SeMAY SURGED STHROUGH H iM... 





| GERGEANT SPUN ROUND ON] 
His MEN, His VOICE HARSH TH 
| EMOTIO . 


pl 
ON 155 HE ATE 0. Ppl 
GIVE THOSE TAN 
HELE S 





Line Of Fire 


[SPLAT His OWN ere ey 


ENEMY FIRE, BOYD Bee 
NY. ae 


ra 


IN COMPA 


[h] LET Fly Wi 


Voce ROARED 


NING THE HAIL 
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DODGING LINDER: 


EL MONSTERS 





Line Of Fire @ 


N ANOTHER MINUTE ITWAS ALLOVER 
| THEN, AMIDST THE SMOKE 4ND CRACKLE 
| OF BURNING TANKS. BOYD FOUNTS 
7, HIMSELF CONFRONTED BY AN ENRAGED . 
| SERGEANT CRAGG:.. P—=—— 





His RUGGED EBACE GREY WITH DISTRESS SERGEANT CRASS 
f iis 


YOU SHOULD: Bs 
HAVE LE7 L/S BE, SIR. 
aah THiS MGA T ACT 





20 Line Of Fire. 


THE SEEMING INDIFFERENCE OF THE , 








REPLY STUNG THE SERGEANT TO] | TALL YOU yes 
OPEN ANGER. sti YOLIG. CONFOUN 
: BLA? GAVE THEGAME 
| WAY... AND THEY GOF 
Eu . AU STER ALLISON. 
PA, EVERYBODY SAW" 





THAT 


f fs yy ‘= 
MUST SAY, SIR, PAT AGG hoe ae A fe 
| CE VERY SOLO ASAE ee a 
i? ALONE .. AVE. AND NOP 
cone INTERFERING. 


=e WAG z emus = 7 THE 1 
EPLY WHICH BODED ILL FOR SERGEANT fi 
WILLIAM CRAGG 


re 
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Te ee 


Chapter a: fer 3. BREA KING Pomr 


gS B.S 















THERE WAS LITTLE Tive FOR MOURNIN 
ON INTHE PUNISHING ADVANGE 

ALONG LAN ST ROAD. THE 

CAPITULATION OF ITALY. 

ALLIEO LANDINGS, 

BITTER FIGHTING AT SALE! 

FALLEN TO A COMBINED SEA AND LAND 














ALL EYES TURNED EXPECTANTLY TOWARDS NAPLES, SIXTY MILES TO THE:NORTH. 
|BUT THE TASK WAS NOTAN EASY ONE, AS BRIGADIER BENNETT EXPLAINED... 


CNT WEHAE DREN OE 
AEA FRESSURE 


THE SRI T/A 
HELO AIRFIELD AT 
CORVING._ 
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“oa 7 Serge, 
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A ie oat Ei, 
<= Mean 


Ate ie nse 





fAat SENDING 
Me SAORI S 
By 702 THE AIRFIELD AT 
ae OSFIGERS MHLL 
REPORT FO 


En he HEARD HIS OWN ee ha CAPTAIN BOYD FELT A STRANGE. PANG HALF) : 
FEAR, HALF- PRIDE. HE HAD BEEN CHOSEN/ | | 


RGEANT CRAGG BUSY AMONGST THE TRUCKS Hl tude VEHICLE PARK, HEARD THE 
|BRIGADIER?S PARTING WORDS TO CAPTAIN 3 § :. 


EERO A | 
Fett ae han fa 
tie THES , 





Eine_Of Fire | 3] 


IBY ¢ THE EVENING, THE RELIEF FORCE HAD MOVED THIRTY MILES 
E OF PONTECORVINO tealic dls 





er "VOL! SLURE you 
CAN HANDLE THs 


3 {CRAGG?S: MEN HAD 
Be i 


| THING THEM TiLY, Ae 
| THE RECENT Issue ae 
| BI-A.T. TO PLATOO | 


32 | _Line Of Fire 


‘SHORT WHILE LATER, CRASG WAS SUMMONED | 
TO THE FIELD TELEPHONE. THE TENSE TONES | 
|OF CAPTAIN BOYD GRATED [IN HIS EAR. 

CRAGG? LISTEN — THERE'S 4 REPORT 


OF BNEMY TANK MOVEMENT TO 
OUR FRONT. ‘WATCH OUT / 













GOOD ' 


VERY 











| BOYD ISSUED & STRING’ OF URGENT INSTRUCTIONS. &T HIS FINAC WORDS, 
SERGEANT ‘CRAGSE'S PATIENT SMILE TOOK On A SARDONIC TWIST. 





le 


WiLL WEAVE . 
YOLI To USE 
YOUR OWN 
INITIATIVE , 
-CRAGGS. 
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| SERGEANT CRASS HAO ALREADY RECONNOITRED THE GROUND AHEAD, 
NOW, 45 THE MOON ROSE, HE SANE HES ERRERS : aa ; = 


i witcox— T&KE YOUR SECTION AND 
WAIT IM THAT CLUMP OF TREES.. iF 

(JERRY MAKES FOR US, You've 

5 GOT a NICELY IN THE FLANK. : 





SPRINTING THE HUNDRED YOROS oR 50 To THEIF 
(COVER, WILLCOX AND HIS SECTION SETTLED 


DOW WATCH FULLY. p Ais 


a THE S&RGE OON'T ¥ 
‘Cee Cares vi 
3] bie ATS f 


as 
main 
L 4 


; ESS , 
ve *: : 





34 Line Of Fire 
[THE HOURS DRAGGED BY. 


sestet MIDONLIGHT 7 HULLO... LOOKS LIKE. Ca 
FLOODED THE SILENT SCENE. CRAGG'S } SES / TANKS... AND 
KEEM BYES. SUDDENLY CAUGHT 7 rhe DISTANT COMINS Male 

cate OF MOVEMENT. »« hy 


- 
];REXT MOMENT, THERE WAS A SQUEAL OF BRAKES BEHIND HIM. 
i WF'S_BOYD .., OF ALL 4 
THE £USS 


f 


7 . 3 
INTERFERING 20! 





Line Of Fire 35 


Je RESPONSE TO BOYD'S GUERULOUS INQUIRIES, CRAOSG TOLD HIS COMPANY 
COMMANDER OF THE DEFENSIVE MEASURES HE HAD TAKEN... - BUT 
| 80YD SHOOK HIS HEAD IRRITABLY... | = | 


a BRING WILLCOX AND" 
‘Eta, THOSE MEN BACK. 


| SEETHING WITH IMPOTENT EXASPERATION | 4 
1 SERGEANT CRAGG DESPATCHED A TURNED INITIATIVE, SR, AND THE NEXT J 


=] 
1 TO CORPORAL ‘WNILLECOK. THEM HE TURN “OU'RE CHUCKING IT BACK AT 
iF TO THE SENIOR. MAN te , ME. WHAT .~44 | SUPPOSED 


DON'T SHOUT aT me’ ¥ 
i WARN ‘OU, CRAGG... Bam 
YOU'RE HEADING ian 
FOR TROUBLE 





3B Line Of Fire. 2 


[HEARING THE ALTERCATION, CRAGG'S MEN BECAME’ PREY TO a 
UNEASINESS. IT SHOWED IN THE FACE OF THE RUNNER WHO CAME PANTING 
TO WILL¢OX’S SIDE..; — : 


SARGE SAn'5 To GET ET BACK — 
WBACK ur. AND Quick ! ; WHAT THE HECK 








MIN GRUMBLING RESIGNATION, WILLCOM OID AS HE 

Pb wWaAS TOLD. BUT AS THEY BEGAN To CROSS THE 
OPEN SPACE, & SUDDEN CRACKLE OF MACHINE - 
GUN FIRE GREETED THEM. 3 —— 


4 _ 3 
= ae let 5 read 4 
tn “ae te : oe 
uw LOOK OUT! 





Line Of Fire 
| Av THE SOUND OF FIRING, SERGEANT 
CRAGG WHIPPED HIS BINOCULARS 


UP TO HIS EYES — AND GROANED 
AT WHAT HE SAW. 


| 37 


SIMULTANEOUSLY, THE TANK'S MAIN 
ARMAMENT, FS MILLIMETRE GUNS, | 
| RANGED ON TO THE MAIN DEFENSIVE 
POSITION HELD By CRAGG'S MEN... | 






IT’S ‘WILLCOX’S '¥ 

MEN! THEY'RE 

CAUGHT IN THE 
OPEN / 








ALTHOUGH THE.ATTACK HAD REEN HALE-EXPECTED, THE HEATED ABGUMENT 
BETWEEN BOWD AND CRAGG HAD UNSETTLED THE MEN AND WASTED = 
CRITICAL TIME. a _ : 


WE HOVEN'T ‘SR. JUST KEEP, 
\ BEEN peaNEN THE Fm SHOOTING J! Jf 


Line Of Fire 
‘BUT WITHOUT AIMING TOA EMACT 
PAT, BOMBS. WERE 


RAIS E 

BEEN GIVEN ‘NO CHANCE TO PROVE 
THEIR \WORTH, CRAGG'S CAREPULCY | 
CHOSEN POSITION WAS CNERRUN = ¢ | 


THOSE THAT SURVIVED FELL BACK iH. RISORUER: ACROSS 
ITHE AIRFIELD. DOR THE DISMAYED CAPTAIN BOYD, 
THE CLANKING ADVANCE OF THE PANZERS WAS 


THE DEATH-RATTLE OF DEFEAT. 





‘Line Of Fire 77 
t CHILL DAWN SAW THE IGNOMINIGLIS AND COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF 
rs DEFENCES. DISGUSTED MEN GRUMBLED BITTERLY To" EACH 


ies Ah iar WE SHOULD HAVE NAILED We 
Seg AT rein THOSE TANKS WHAT THE 2S 
os ot. 


= 


BLAZES pola WRONG : 


THE COMPANY ARRIVED RACK AT BRIGAGE HEADQUARTERS. | 
‘AS: THE MEN DESUSSED, THE ROVING EYE OF SERGEANT i 
GRE ae UPON THE DIS IKED, CAPTAIN. BOYD . 





40 Line Of Fire 
Yr? MEANS THAT IF ‘rou GIVE’ 
& MAM A JOB TO OO, THEN 
DON'T KEEP BUTTING IN 
&ND DONG IT 
YOURSELF / THIS |S 
Se INSOLENCE / HOW 
DARE ‘YOU, 
crRaee/ VWE 






BUT CRAGG WAS NOT TO BE 
INTIMIDATED « « 


Fa THE LAST TIME ‘fou 
CHIPPED IN, ‘WE LOST MISTER 
ALLISON... THIS TIME WE LOST “WILLEOS | 
AMO HIS SECTION... AwWo FE, 
WHOL OASVED ALEOELO, TOO!) 















THE N.C.O. KNEW HE STICKING HIS NECK OUT 700 FAR, BUT HE COULD CONTAIN 
CUnISELE NO LONGER. BUT THE FURIOUS -QUTBURST HE EXPECTED DID NOT COME, 
\NITH A CURIOUS CHOKING .SOUNO, CAPTAIN BOYD TURNED ABRUPTLY AWAY, 


Wades ite 
; 





¢ SHOLLONT AAVE SAID WAIAT ff OAD | 
eae WE FHOUGAT AE WAS SONG , 
ANGHT, FANS “ALOE COuULo 
SAGA ATA ALTOSET ALT. 





igs Line Of Fire 4] 
Can, gpteré. THREAT to the FLANK 


THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND WAS QUICK TO SEE THE DANGER IN THE 
ALLIED SEIZURE OF THE HARBOUR AT SALERNO. THEIR REACTION “WAS 
IMMEDIATE AND POWERFUL. A PANZER DIVISION WAS ORDERED TO ATTACK 
WITH THE OBJECT OF DRIVING A WEDGE BETWEEN THE ee COASTAL 


: OUR ARMOUR (WILL FIND A. Wat 
THROUSH THE MOUNTAINS AND FALL 
UPON THE ENEnN’S RIGHT 

AND THRUST THEM BACK INTO 
THE. SEA / 









THE PANZER DIVISION, GNCE DESTROYED AT STALINGRAD, BUT NOW 
RE-FORMED INTO A MIGHTIER FIGHTING MACHINE THAN’ EVER, PREPARED 





oR orepy. 


wf {Pe a at da © 





ti). Line Of Fire 


WELL AWARE THAT SUCH A THREAT MIGHT DEVELOP, THE ALLIES SENT 
& FLONEING RCE INTO THE MOUNTAINS UNDER THE COMMAND. G 


BRITISH SOLGNEL 
= as. OUR JOB IS To COMB THESE 
ATTEMPT BY THE ENEMY TO FILTER 


THROUGH. NOW, !© THE OFFICERS 
Lt GATHER ROUND wa. 


AMONGST THOSE ‘FROOPS GUARDING THE TORTUOUS, OEFILES oF THE 

‘CALABRIAN HEIGHTS. WWAS CAPTAIN BOYD'S COMPANY. WLEEH THE 

RECEMT -DEFEAT AT THE AIRFIELD STriLL ERESU. In His. MIND, SERGEANT 
eee EVES CONSTANTLY STRAINS TO THE STRANGE MAN WHO 








Line Of Fire A 

| PRESENTLY, THE CAPTAIN CALLED : ‘EAGERLY, BOYD LED THE_PARTY,. | 
CRAG OVER. THERE WAS AN SCRAMBLI DOWN THELSLOPES ere. - 

-EDGE OF EXCITEMENT IN HIS WOICE . 


LOOK, SERGEANT = 


“ SOULD BE A . 
RECCE PARTY FOR A 
LARGER FORCE. 


{SERGEANT CRAGG'S GUESS WAS RIGHT. THE TRIO OF ENEMY TANKS WAS _ 
| PROBING A PATH THROUGH THE MOLINTAINS, p— 


{THIS LOOKS PROMISING: 
, SCHULTZ — ADVANCE J” 





44 Line Of. Fire 


CAP TIAIN moYD WANED His ‘MEN TO COVER JUST: AS THE TANKS 
| MO’! aD lag siamds 


"AS THE TENSE MOMENTS \NENT BY, THE DISTANT CLANK. Ser ARMOUR GREW 
| ‘& STEADY RUMBLE. STEADILY, THE P.1.&.05 RANGED ON THE ENEMY 
CLES. THEN THE CRASH OF THIS DEADLY NEW ARTILLERY ECHOED 
) AND RE-ECHOED ALONG THE MOUNTAIN PASS « é 





THE EFFECT, EVEN ON THE THICKEST 
RMOUR PLATE, “WAS CATASTROPHIC..+/ ff 
k= 4 i if Lt 1 Aye * r i = 


Fs At ean ry 4 ct Wh 
ee 1 


[8 THE SRITISH FOUND THE RANGE, SO THEIR SHATTERING [oF 


ANTI-TANK WEAPONS WROUGHT TERRIBLE HAVOC... 


" G40k UP, 
mm ORIMNER / 


of 





e ONLY ONE TANK SURBNIVED THAT ee 
He FEARFUL BARRAGE. a 


hi Line Of Fire ~ . 
'OAZED. AND SHAKEN, THE TANK CREWS FROM THE KNDEKED OUT PANZERS a 
SCUMBLED FORWARD WITH TWITCHING HONGS RAISED: iN SUBMISSION .+—_ 


@UT THE PRISONERS MERE SULLENEY SILENT AND THIS SEEMED TO] 


Saad ae THE: CAPTAIN'S TauT NERVES, TO SNAPPING POINT. es 


{StuBRoRN RN SWINE! aM SURE THERE'S WER/..< AND THAT “THIRD TANI” 
1X STRONG - OF ENEMY TANKS JMR WENT SACK TO/TIP THEM 
ih SOMEWHERE ‘NEAR. pet OFF ABOUT os / " 





Line Of Fire _&A 


: "SEEMINGLY UNABLE To STAND. STILL AND MARSHAL HIS THOUGHTS 
J PROPERLY, CAPTAIN BOYD HAD THEM ALL. SCRAMBLING ONCE MORE TO | 
THE HEIGHTS. THERE, HE FEVERISHLY SCANNED THE CRAGGCY DEFILES || 
BELOW. - J 


“THERE THEY ARE } we oe 0. MAYBE & DOZEN. 
PANZER TANKS Jia | EQULD BE 
HOW MANY? sk pe le MORE 





+ CAPTAIN BOYD'S IMPATIENCE NOW TURNED TO A BURNING 
} EXCITEMENT. THE SERGEANT EYED HIM. HARROWLY ss 


fF ANE COULD HANDLE 
‘THIS OURSELVES, CRAGG — } YOU MEAN... WHAT 
WHAT A FEATHER, FOR ON EEATHER FOR, 
THE COMPANY! —_ ; CAPTAIN 80YD f 





43 Line: Of: Fire 
SEEING THE STRANGE, WILD LOOK IN THE OTHER'S EYE, — 
CRAGG BECAME UN she | —_— : _* : 

—- . _ ™\ (RUBBISH! ALL THAT WoRR 

BUT THERE MIGHT BE MORE TANKS ME 15, WHICH Wat WILL 
BEYOND THE ESCARPMENT, SiR. SURELY, THE ENEMY COME? 
WE : 





PLAINLY RACKED SY INDECISION, CAPTAIN BOYD 
AT LAST MADE UP HIS MIND. -— 


WE'LL HAVE SPLIT FORCES, 
SERGEANT, ‘OU TAKE A H4LF-COMPANY 
AND WATCH OUT ON THAT NORTH: DEFILE. 
THE REST OF US WILL TAKE THE 
SOUTH ONE, 





Line Of Firé | 9 


“| cRAGG OBEYED, BUT T WITH MISGIVINGS. ASHE LED HIS-MEN AWAY, 
& FAMILIAR INJUNCTION GROUGHT Bs, SARDONIC ‘SRIN Ta HI5 TANNED FACE, 


J i RELY ON ‘YOU, 
CRAGG... USE 
i WOUR HEAD. 






NOW WHERE HAVE 
/ AHEAAD PAPA 
4fifeore f 









FREE OF BOYD'S FUSSY LEADERSHIP, SERGEANT CRAGG 
‘LED THE RUGGED DESCENT ‘WITH LIGHTER HEART..«. 


AP LAST / CAV FIGAT | 
iMG AY OVA Die 


“e 


YY Yi Biel NA 
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[AFTER TEN MINUTES HARD GOING. 
CGRAGG ROUNDED A CORNER 

{OF A LEDGE AND STARED- iN 
SURPRISE » 





THE pln FOR THE NANS'S PRESENCE ON THAT Lor Ty PERCH WAS 
SIMPLE — IT WAS A FORWARD OBSERVATION POST. 


SPOTTING FoR “THE FLEET? WWE TALK THEM 
& FLEET 


ae has wOU MEAN DOWN ON THE 
\ NANEL GUNS? \ TARGET. SEEN | : 


ANY SIGNS OF 
JERRY P 
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rT WAS NOW SERGEANT. cRAce’s TURN TO FEEL THE PANGS 
PF INDECISION. SHOULD HE TELL THESE NANY MEN OF THE 
'ENEMY'S APPROACH ANO SO SPOIL CAPTAIN BOYD'S 
‘FIERCE BID FOR HONOUR... f 











OFE-SHORE, UNITS OF THE POWERFUL BRITISH FLEET STEAMED. 
PATIENTLY BACK AND FORTH, THEIR MASSIVE GUNS TRAINED f 
MEMPECTANTLY ON THE NEARBY MOUNTAIN SLOPES. : 










NOTHING . 
COMING THROUGH,. 
Sj 


NO TARGETS . 
WET, CAPTAIN? 
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MEANWHILE, THE COMMANDER OF THE PANZER DIVISION FANCIED HE - 
SON THE REWARDS OF HIS GENERAL'S GOLD STRATEGY, EXULT ANT LY, 
HE URGED HIS TANES INTO THE MOUNTAIN PAGS, a 


ONCE WE. ARE 
THROUGH THESE 
MOUNTAINS WE SHALL 
CRUSH THE ENEMY! 


FORWARD / A 
F 


eu 
nad, 
- 


; ~ 
- ce 


Le od | 


pours ra _ fina 
Tt ET Hy A Pe Guna a J - 


Hl 

a n 

ae 
a 


ii, eg 


GY NOW SERGEANT CRAGG HAD MADE UP HIS MING, IF THE ENEMY TANKS 
IGNORED BOYD'S DEFILE AND ADVANCED GOWN THE OTHER, THEN 
THEY WERE BETTER LEFT TO'THE NANY'S GUNS. | lena 


WE'VE SPOTTED JERRY  - 

‘TANKS, SIR. THEY COLLO ARE A FIRST-CLASS , 
WOU SURE, |: TARGET FoR Us 
SERGEANT? a ise be 
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HOUR PASSED AND THERE WAS 
CRAGS : 













| BUT_ HALE AN 
| MO SIGN OF THE ENEMY TANKS. 


| BECAME ‘WORRIED... — 










MAYBE THEY'VE TAKEN 
THE SOUTH SIDE, SIR. 

| WONDER IF CAPTAIN 
BOYD IS OKAY? 





MOTH 
tH shia BET? 






SUDDENLY LIEUTENANT BURKE , THE NAVAL OFFICER, 
AL VWARNING AND ALL WAS INSTANT EXCITEMENT... 


HERE P THERE'S — TARGET : 
THEY COME: DOZENS OF } SIGHTED, EVANS / 


.BY HEAVENS, THEM / .. STAND BY! 
LOCK f 
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iN BECONES, THE HEWS WAS ahs a He To THE RADIO ROOM ABOARD THE 
DMIRAL'S, FLAGSHIP. THE IMM MECHANISM oF NAVAL GUNNERY 
SWUNG INTO ACTION. . 


"BEFORE. THE THUNDERCUS CRASH OF THe GUNS COULD REACH THE 
1 MOUNTAIN SLOPES THESE CAME THE SINISTER WHISPER oF 
iS-INCH SHELLS THAT PRECEDED THE CRASHING EXPLOSIONS, 


oe x FIRST SAL ANAS. NESE MISE BGT ITS. ONINDOS MEANING 
SR STRUCK COLD FEAR INTO EVERY GERMAN HEART ss» 
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WITH EARS RINGING FROM THE VIOLENT ECHOES, THE OBSERVERS oN 
THE LEDGE HIGH ABOVE FELT THEIR PULSES RACE... SUT FOR VERY 
“DIFFERENT REASONS... sea ! 





: oA" SNELL _/ THERE'S MEN 
fos LITTLE DO BETTER F DOWN THERE ws. ee | 
wing! J THAN THAT: SURELY ITS NOT... 


CRAGG CLAPPED FHE FIELD GLASSES TO HIS EYES 
| AND GASPED GT WHAT HE SAWs. 


Goop srice/ 
IT’S CAPTAIN BOYD AND 
HIS MEN! 7FAer“Zs | 
BE &LOWN TO. 

PIECES # 

























“BUT ALREADY LIEUTENANT BURKE 
WAS COOLLY CORRECTING THE 
SHOOT, 


STOP STOP THE SHOOTING / My 
MY OWA COMPANY'S DOWN THERE 

7 CAPTAIN BOYD AND THE 
oe OTHERS / 





BUT BEFORE THE STARTLED BURKE COULD CANCEL HIS CORRECTIONS, THERE 
WAS © THUNDEROUS ROAR OF AN AERO ENGINE... AND THE HASSU 
CLATTER OF CANNON AND MACHINE - peu : 


JERRY 
AMORA Tf 


.= SSs- gamengs THE INTRUDER WAS AN ME-l09, ATTRACTED 
ees ae | Gy THE FLASH OF EXPLODING SHELLS, 


rs 
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THE MESSERSCHMITT’S CANNON-FIRE ROUND NO HUMAN TARGET BUT 
SLAMMED INTO THE ROCK FACE pie Gace! Ay scare PNAL ANCHE a 
OF LOCSENED [ROCK + pa: , 




















' LuUMMEe / 
om ee RADIO $ i 





Seow kh 


‘ SERGEANT CRAGG, WAS THE FIRST To REALISE THE IMPLICATION oF THE 
eee ‘RADIO silts WITH THE FLEET 


NOW “You CAN'T 
STOP THE GUNS 
_ SHOOTING .’ 
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ONCE AGAIN THE THUNDER oF A AND ONCE AGAIN ®& TERRIBLE 
NHOVAL BROADSIDE. SURST UPON "SALVO OF DESTRUCTION FELL UPON 
SEA AND MOLT AN es s THAT ROCKY OEFILE —~ AND THIS 

heer TIME IT WAS OEADLY ACCURATE. 





aS THE ECHOES DIED AWAY IN THE HILLS AND THE SMOKE OF CHAOS 
CLEARED SERGEANT ¢ cRAGG © ANAIOUSLY SCANNED THE ‘SLOPES » ‘BELOW. 


BUT WE THOUGHT ‘y 

HE WAS ROUND TOW ELAT THE HECK 
THE. Cr ABE ee WAS HE OOING 
_* SARGE. » DOWN THEREP . 














Line Of Fire’ | 59 
HTHERE WAS ONLY: ONE WAY TO FIND THE ANSWER-~ [7 
Li «7 LOOKS ASIF - =o 


BOY HAS INTERFERED) 
ONCE TOO OFTEN. 








ens 






fj. GIVE ME THAT’, 

PLAT, AND YOR LOT }: 
.. STAY WHERE YOu 
~ ARE! 
















CRAGG CLAMBERED DOWN THE ROCKY SLOPE WITH ALL SPEED, FOR 

BNOTHER NAVAL SALVO WOULD BE POUNDING IN WITHIN. & MATTER 
ECONDS. . 7 —s 

= = = POOR DEVILS! I ONLY BOYD } - 

2 =f F # ‘ a Pee. LEFT WELL ALONE was J. 
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PANTING, HE REACHED BOYD'S SIDE. DESPITE HIS OBVIOUS PAIN,. | 
THE OFFICER COULD RAISE A WRYy SMILE. . 
_ . es LISTEN, SIR, I'VE GOT 


| HAD A NOTION AFTER ALL TO MOVE YOUse. 
THAT THOSE TANKS WOULD COME RIGHT NOW / 
THIS WAY. KNEW You'o NEED 

. MY HELP CRAGG. 















CRASS LIFTED THE GROANING GAINING BETTER SHELTER, CRAGG 
| CAPTAIN NO MADE FOR SAFER | WAS JUST EASING THE DESPERATELY 
GROUND, BEHIND HIM,THE GRIND WOUNDED OFFICER TO THE GROUND 
ANO SCREAM OF TANK TRACKS. WHEN BULLETS BEGAN TO CHIP 
' TOLD OF THE ENEMYS FRANTIC AT THE CLIFF FeLE ABOUT THEM. 
“s ERPFORTS To eagle ead vt An ae EES : ~— 
SE Ee Ee Ce s Mee WANG IT! 
. 3 : wr ONE OF THE 
A JERRIES HAS 
GOT 4 BEAD 
; ON US # 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, SIR... 
SHO THERE'S a 
MORE comINe / 
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> ETT af 
roa DLE LEE pe 


ta tind fat NOW, JERRY... YOu CAN. 
ft sre Bo Resa. ANE & FIGHT IF 
eee. YOU WANT IT / 








THE- PLATS THREE-AND-A-HALF POUND BOMB -3 
STRIPPED THE ENEMYS STEEL TRACK AS IF. - rh 
IT WERE TIN FOIL, | 
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CRAGG'S SECOND SHOT DELIVERED THE coup DE GRACE... | 
i 7 





THEN CAME THE NAVAL BOMBARDMENT, CRUSHING THE TANKS OF THE 
PROUD PANZER DIVISION INTO SO MUCH SCRAP IRON. | 


BACK ~ GET 
WE SHALL ALE “se 
DESTROYED 
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| MEANWHILE CAPTAIN. BOYD, NOW: DEATHLY PALE), WAS STRUGGLING TO 


SPEAK. BENDING LOW TO HEA, CRAGE WAS. SURPRISED TO SEE THE 
(PEACEFUL EXPRESSION INTO: WHICH THE OFFICER'S FACE HAD RELAXED. 





6 «1. DIO UIT, ERAGG... . 
. | CAUGHT THOSE TANKS 
i, JUST IM TIME. / 


i THE MONTHS OF GNAMIING ANXIETY WERE OVER FOR CAPTAIN BOYD. 
HE SEEMED TO HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT (T WAS NAVAL. GUNS THAT HAD 
“WIPED OUT THE LARGE FORCE OF ENEMY 4AMCUR., HIS WORDS CAME 


JERKILY. ES : 
: = WOWLL TELL THEM, CRAGG: 

WONtT YOUR IT WAS: Mt 
cCOMMANOG THAT FOUND — 
SHG DESTROYED THOSE 
.PANZERS. HOW JERRY'S 
ALL SMASHED UP ass 





' ee Z 1 

64 i _ Line Of Fire 
AS SERGEANT. CRAGG LOOKED DOWN UPON THE STRANGELY 
HAUNTED MAN, A WAVE OF COMPASSION S\WEPT GVER HIM, 
GONE WPS THE SITTERNESS ANNO THE STRIFE vs. ! 


















, SURE LL TELL THEM, 
SIR. WOU S4VED THE 
WHOLE PoOsiTION, 







CAPTAIN: BOYD, WeRO HAD 
LIVED iN SUCH CONSTANT 
SELE-TORTURE, HAD DIED 
WELL SATISFIED «a+ - 

AND “WHO COULD BLAME 
AN OLS FOOL OF A; 

SERGEANT FOR LYING PF 


—— veel, 


oo 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS.:. ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 129.—FIRE POWER No. 130.—DEBT OF 





HONOUR 






' WAR 
wie e et 
i, LinnhAMy i 


Pel p wba 
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Midgare ss f 288 8 era ae 
‘reeted the Racket The regiment had-a dark stain on its 
history which could only be cleansed 
in the furnace-heat of combat. 





A nightmare of flak 5 
Typhoons on one of the most audacious 


attacks of the war, 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :. 
No. 128.—LICENCE TO KILL 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 


February 5th, are :— ! 
Mo. 132.—RAPID FIRE No, 134.—TOO TOUGH TO HANDLE 
No. 133.—THE BIG ARENA No. 135.—-THE ROOTS OF EVIL 














ye SUPER SPACE THRILLS... 
%* BREATHTAKING ACTION... 
IN 


—— 


c 





ee 


FOUR: 
TREMENDOUS ISSUES— 


NOW ON SALE! 


eS “eee sess er ere TT: 





